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attainments nor because he had successfully passed the
required examination, but simply on the score of his general
intelligence. He did not, in fact, profess to be a lawyer
in the technical sense of the term. He had indeed studied
a few of the ordinary law books, but he could hardly have
passed a satisfactory examination. He arranged, there-
fore, to enter partnership with Thomas Ewing, Jr., on this
basis : Ewing, who was a thorough lawyer, was to manage
all the business in the Courts, and Sherman was to look
after collections, agency work, etc., such as his business
experience had qualified him to attend to. It was neces-
sary even under these circumstances for him to obtain a
lawyer's license, so he.went one day to Judge Lecompte; of
the United States Court, and mentioned the matter to
him. The Judge told Mm to go to the Clerk and get a
license. "But," said Sherman, "shallI have to be exam-
ined ?" " No," said the Judge, " we will admit you on the
strength of your general intelligence."

Behold our hero, then, in the midsummer of 1859; a
tall, slender man in the prime of life, who had never
known a day's ill health, and whose mind and body were .
briming with ambition and energy that had not yet found
scope for full expansion. He had weighed many things in
the balance of practical achievement, but had found them
all wanting. His heart was set upon a soldier's life, but
as yet he had been compelled to remain amid scenes of
inglorious peace, He had missed the opportunities of the
Mexican war, and the sanguinary prophecies of General
Scott had lacked fulfilment.

But now the shadows of great events began to fall
thickly all about him, He had already witnessed the Free
State Struggle in California, and had seen Fremont tri-
umphantly elected Senator. The same conflict was nowernoon the business was closed,
